
CORTON DENHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held on 11th August 2015

Present: John Martin Chairman
Helene Clarke Councillor
David Morgan Councillor 
Tim Inglefield SSD Councillor  
Richard Thatcher Clerk

Apologies: Graham Ellis Councillor 
Nigel Young Councillor 
Julie Bunker
Derek Wheeler

1. The agenda which had been circulated in advance was agreed, with no items 
of other business notified. The chairman then invited Tim Inglefield to report on 
District developments.

- Tim is leader of the Opposition on the SSDC (which is finely balanced 
with 29 lib/dems, 28 conservatives and 3 independents), and is working 
with the other 2 leaders on meeting further budgetary pressures resulting 
from the July budget and more devolution down to County and District 
levels (with or without responsibility);

- he explained the failed joint administration activity with East Devon, and 
ongoing discussions with other Somerset Districts seeking shared  ser-

vices economies;

- flood risk management will incur substantial new costs, and he en-
couraged one or more councillors to attend the meeting planned for 28 th Sep-
tember so that we had first-hand information. It will be costly and at least some of
that cost is likely to be levied on Districts and Parishes;

-  under SS2 published in April “rural settlements”, like Corton Denham, 
will have certain powers to decide whether planning applications are right 
or not, and a parish plan would very much help here. Corton Denham has 
already determined that we are too small to justify a formal neighbourhood
plan, though an unofficial parish plan is a possible compromise;

Action: all councillors to look carefully at SS2



- the clerk raised similar disproportionate demands raised by the Trans-
parency Code, and Tim will speak later in the week with Ian Clarke to see 
whether the SSDC website can or cannot be used.

2. The minutes of the Annual Parish and Parish Council Meetings of 18th May 
2015 were agreed and formally confirmed.

3. Matters arising

The clerk reported on trees overhanging the road outside Wheatsheaf Farm. He 
had met with Dorset Highways and discussed with the local Dorset County coun-
cillor, and any action now lies with them although there is little optimism of imme-
diate progress.

Action: clerk to continue to put pressure on Dorset 
authorities  

4. Finance

Since the last meeting two cheques have been issued, viz.,

Ch. 326 £    139 Simon Pett for grass cutting in June
Ch. 327 £ 1,890 G.A.Doble for work on cemetery lane

These are not included in cash at bank statements as at 3rd July of

Current a/c £ 4,687.75
Deposit a/c   £    590.78

No monies have been transferred to the deposit a/c, partly because of very low 
interest rates (we received just 31 p over the last year), but also because of fur-
ther demands on the current a/c which the clerk explained as follows.

Current a/c funds as at 3rd July £ 4,687.75

Deduct issued cheques Pett £  139
Doble £1,890

(£ 2,029)

Future commitments Grass cutting
4 months   £ 556
Red post   £ 300
Hedge cutting £ 200 (£ 1,056)

£ 1,602.75



Add back receipts for cemetery lane work

PCC £ 350-500
VAT refund £ 315
Contributions £ 725-575

£ 1,390

This would result in end year funds of £ 2,992.75

but the Council need to consider further possible costs which could include re-
shaping the yew tree behind the village hall and lopping the wellingtonia over-
hanging Church Cottage. The Council accepted these figures, and also con-
firmed the PC contribution of £ 500 to repairing cemetery lane and continuation 
of the current budget.

5. Parish issues

(i) There had been prior communications between Parish Councillors on the plan-
ning application 15/0291/FUL being made to convert a barn into residential/office 
accommodation in Fiddlers Green Lane, and it was agreed to submit the follow-
ing comments to the SSDC (which the clerk did immediately following the meet-
ing):
 
“The land in question lies just outside the parish boundary of Corton Denham, al-
though any immediate impact will first be felt by the inhabitants of our village. The
resident nearest, about two hundred yards down the road to the proposed devel-
opment, had expressed several concerns but has since met with the applicant 
and had her worries about the previous owner being refused planning permission
and the conversion itself allayed. She has however commented that  “As far as 
the business aspects go I would expect the planners to examine the application 
very carefully from that angle, to protect the rural nature of the immediate area 
and the extreme narrowness of the lane on which the barn stands.” 
 
The Parish Council would make no particular representations, but do ask that the
SSDC take this parishioner’s particular comments into account when considering
the application, and also more general concerns over setting precedents for the 
future with respect to mixed commercial use, likely expansion of business, and 
narrowness and inappropriateness of the road for commercial vehicles.”

(ii) It was noted that, after consultation with the tree warden, the County arboreal 
officer and adjacent neighbours, a large tree is due to be felled at Beech Lodge  
in Middle Ridge Lane towards the end of September. 

(iii) Dorset Highways have no budget to repair/renovate the sign post at the top 
end of the triangle at the top of Wheatsheaf Hill: the local Dorset County council-



lor, however, is well aware of its poor condition. Somerset Highways are in a sim-
ilar state of penury with respect to our sign posts, such as that at the bottom of 
Wheatsheaf Hill. There seems to be little prospect of making any real immediate 
progress on these problems.

(iv) Development of ideas for a village defibrillator is continuing.

(v) The problems associated with complying with the Transparency Code had 
been earlier discussed with Tim Inglefield, who would take up with Ian Clarke lat-
er in the week possible SSDC help on this.

6. The clerk reported on recent correspondence on the NHS/SCC Choices web-
site, Furnicare, and a Flood Risk Management event on 28th September.

7. Any other business

8. The next meetings will be held on Tuesday 3rd November and Tuesday 26th 
January (2016).

Confirmed and approved …………………………………….

3.11.2015 J.D.Martin chairman


