
CORTON DENHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held on 3rd November 2015

Present: John Martin Chairman
Helene Clarke Councillor
Graham Ellis Councillor 
David Morgan Councillor 
Nigel Young Councillor 
Richard Thatcher Clerk

Apologies: Tim Inglefield SSD Councillor  
William Wallace SSD Councillor
Julie Bunker

The chairman welcomed a good turnout from the village community with Richard Goldsmith, 
John Browning, Dot Browning, Derek Wheeler, Barrie Carter, Jenny Jackson and Robin 
Odgers.

1. The agenda which had been circulated in advance was agreed, with no specific items of 
other business not already included in the agenda. 

2. Both Tim Inglefield and William Wallace had sent their apologies, and it was agreed to re-
order the agenda accordingly.

3. The minutes of the previous meeting of 11th August 2015 were agreed and formally con-
firmed.

4. Matters arising

The clerk had continued to press Dorset Highways on overhanging trees at the top of Wheat-
sheaf Hill, and one branch had been removed immediately. They were then to research land 
ownership and promised to revert within 28 days, but nothing further has yet been heard.

Julie Bunker had sent her observations thus far on the village having a defibrillator, and these 
were read to the meeting. Comments were made on medical profession opinion, response 
time to residents not necessarily that close to the village hall as compared with getting an am-
bulance, and the alternative Adult Basic Life Support. The Parish Council decided, however, 
that they would not discourage further progress if a sufficient minority felt it was a good thing. 
Capital costs should not bar further progress, and maintenance costs should be relatively 
small. So Julie was encouraged to review further, including contacting Charlton Horethorne for
their experience of the practicality of their installation.

Action: Julie Bunker   

5. Neighbourhood planning

The chairman had previously reported that the costs of having a village plan seemed dispro-
portionate for a village the size of Corton Denham, but more and more villages were working 
on neighbourhood plans and further discussion was appropriate. Richard Goldsmith has some
experience and was prepared to help, and John Browning shared his own involvement with 



the preparation of the design statement for a Piddle Valley neighbourhood plan. The local MP 
had been supportive and financial grants and advice had been available: although it has to 
originate with the Parish Council, everybody in the community needs to be consulted with a 
sub-group then formed outside the Parish Council to drive the planning process forward. The 
only way to protect local interests whatever they are, is to have a plan. The first step is to 
choose your area, and Charlton Horethorne (who are in the early planning stages) and per-
haps South Cadbury are obvious first contacts to be made. After some discussion, the Parish 
Council agreed that further action including exploration of possible partners should be taken. 

Action: John Martin to speak with Tim Inglefield and, with the support of others 
(including Richard Goldsmith, and John and Dot Browning), take steps to
(i) establish the appropriate area (neighbourhood)
(ii) get views from everybody in the village, and
(iii) arrange a public meeting to explain the activity and seek support.

6. Finances

The clerk reported that since the last meeting the following cheques had been drawn

Ch 328 Greenman (hedge cutting) £294.00
Ch. 329 T.Cox (molecatcher)   £70.00
Ch. 330 Normantech (red post repair) £300.00
Ch. 331 S.Pett (churchyard cutting) £278.00

Donations had been received w.r.t the repair of cemetery lane from

PCC £500.00
R.Thatcher £575.00

As at 2.10.2015 monies held at the bank were

Current a/c £2,788.50
Deposit a/c    £590.86

He estimated that, with payments outstanding for grass cutting, bank charges and hall hire, 
the current a/c at the end of the financial year should be around £2,500. There could, however,
still be some other potentially significant expenditure in the immediate future. The clerk ad-
vised that a further careful review will be necessary at the January meeting before the financial
budget for the year 2016-2017 is agreed: that will lead to setting the precept for the ensuing 
year, which has to be advised to the SSDC by 29th January.

Three items of major expenditure were discussed:

(i) The large tree (previously referred to as a Wellingtonia but now of uncertain genus) over-
hanging Church Cottage needs major lopping, at a cost likely to be in the region of 
£7-800: quotes will be sought from Ian Down and Andrea Maistrello. Possible surgery on the 
adjacent yew, minor lopping of the cedar above the vestry door, and re-shaping of the yew 
above the village hall will be included in this work. Quotes will be circulated and approved by 
Councillors off-line prior to going ahead.

Action: clerk



(ii) Nigel Young raised the issue of whether the Parish Council should not provide further sup-
port to the PCC to defray the escalating costs of running the church and the churchyard. He 
believed that there are many in the village who, though not attending services regularly, put 
great value on maintaining the church as an important facility for the whole village. There was 
therefore good reason why the village as a whole, through the Parish Council, should consider
making some contribution to the upkeep of the church. One instance as a starter could be cut-
ting the grass in the cemetery, the cost of which is currently borne by a very small number of 
church members whilst the benefit and use is of course enjoyed by all. He suggested that this 
needed further thought, and then debate with the PCC (and specifically the treasurer Peter 
Prager) before any decision: the January meeting could be an appropriate time for further de-
bate and decision, with £1,000 per annum the order of magnitude costs if the Parish Council 
did agree to support cutting the grass in the cemetery. 

Action: Nigel Young

(iii) A village website had been previously rejected on grounds of security, cost, etc., but inter-
est had again arisen: it now seems timely to go ahead. There is a small amount of money left 
over in village hall funds earmarked for this purpose, and Neil Beverley has agreed to create a
website with Chris Bunker prepared to manage the site: Jim Adams has also volunteered his 
services, as has Jenny Jackson, so there is a team available. There is a small revenue cost in-
volved (estimated at < £100 per annum) and it needs Parish Council sponsorship. It was 
agreed to proceed with this proposal, with Nigel Young taking the lead for the Parish Council.

Action: Nigel Young

7. Parish issues and 8. Any other business

There was no debate on the serious issue of box blight in the churchyard hedge, but the tree 
warden is taking appropriate action: any costs involved would be for the Parish Council.

The main road at the north end of the village will be closed for up to 6 weeks from 4 th January 
as Wessex Water carry out the next stage of main pipe replacement.

The red post at the turn off from the Wincanton road should be restored shortly.

9. The date of the next meeting was brought forward to 

Tuesday 5th January 2016

Confirmed and approved …………………………………….

8.1.2016 J.D.Martin chairman


